
In the readings today, we are presented with the recurrent theme of the vineyard, 

which is used to symbolize the people of God. As members of the Church, we are 

part of the Lord’s vineyard.  

The First Reading from Isaiah describes how the vineyard owner (God) cared for 

his vineyard (Israel), doing everything he could to help it grow and flourish in his 

love: My friend had a vineyard on a fertile hillside; / he spaded it, cleared it of 

stones, / and planted the choicest vines. The people symbolized by God’s vineyard 

are his cherished plant. But despite this loving care, the vineyard only produces 

wild grapes, referring to their sins.  

Like the owner who took such great care in the creation and cultivation of his 

vineyard, God loved each of us into existence and continues caring for us, inviting 

us ever deeper into his friendship. We draw closer to him when we follow his 

example and love one another as he loves us.  

The Second Reading tells us that, as God’s people, we are called to seek what is 

true, honorable, just, pure, lovely and gracious, so that we can be the choicest 

vines, producing an abundant harvest. One of the ways we do this is by loving one 

another as Christ loves us, especially by caring for those who are most in need.  

October is Respect Life Month, and today (October 4) is Respect Life Sunday. 

Each year at this time, the bishops of the United States call us to pause and reflect 

more deeply on the sacred gift of human life and our role in welcoming, 

cherishing, and protecting the lives of our brothers and sisters, including the child 

in the womb, the poor, the immigrant, the in prisoned, and the elderly. Everyone of 

these people, and every human being are to be welcomed, cherished and protected.  

This year we’re also celebrating the 25
th
 anniversary of Pope Saint John Paul II’s 

encyclical The Gospel of Life (Evangelium vitae). Our Holy Father wrote this 

document to reaffirm and present the Church’s joyful teaching on human life 

within the context of modern times, and it remains relevant today. This year’s 

theme is appropriately, “Live the Gospel of Life.”  

What does it mean to live the Gospel of life? In his earthly life, Jesus provided the 

perfect model for how we are to love our neighbor and live out the Gospel call: 

“Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brethren, you did 

it to me” (Mt. 25:40). In other words, as Saint John Paul II reminds us, Jesus calls 



each of us to “care for the other as a person for whom God has made us 

responsible” (EV 87), no matter who they are.  

Some of those who most need of our care and attention are those whose lives are 

treated as if they don’t matter. Sadly, human life often faces particular threats at its 

beginning like abortion, and at its end, like assisted suicide—precisely when it is 

most in need of protection. Such practices, such as abortion and assisted suicide, 

tragically reject the truth that human life is always to be cherished and defended 

with loving concern.   

Let us also recall the words from today’s Gospel acclamation: I have chosen you 

from the world, says the Lord, to go and bear fruit that will remain. The Gospel 

acclamation is calling us to persevere and to work to protect the lives of those who 

cannot speak for themselves or who feel as if their lives are not worth living.  

So, what can we do? Or how do we respond? Here are some questions we can ask 

ourselves…  

Do I help pregnant and parenting mothers in my community who need a shoulder 

to lean on or a helping hand? Do I know how to support a loved one nearing death 

in a way that respects the gift of his or her life? Do I inform myself of the Church’s 

teachings and engage in the civic arena as first a follower of Christ? Do I support 

and advocate for laws and policies that protect and defend human life? 

In our efforts to follow the Lord and bear good fruit, there may be times when it is 

difficult. It may feel like the vineyard has been neglected, trampled, and laid to 

waste. But we can find strength and comfort in knowing the Lord has not 

abandoned us. The keeper of the vineyard has not forgotten his cherished plant.  

Today’s Gospel demonstrates God’s faithfulness. God sent his own Son for the 

sake of our redemption. Jesus gave his own life in order for us to be able to be with 

him. How else can we respond, except with love for the one who has loved us so 

much? Let us be encouraged to labor in the vineyard, trusting that the Lord will 

bring forth good fruit.  

During this Respect Life Month, ask Jesus how he is specifically calling you to 

follow in his footsteps. How is he calling you to care for the lives of your 

neighbors, especially those who are most vulnerable? Let us continue, by prayer 

and petition, to make our requests known to God.  



As the Second Reading encourages us: Keep on doing what you have learned and 

received and heard and seen in me.  

In regards to what I have been saying, I would like share with you a statement by 

Archbishop Naumman, Chair of USCCB Committee on Pro-Life Activities. He 

recently wrote “As we Catholics approach the polls this November, we are asked 

to weigh important issues. The U.S. Bishops have reaffirmed that “the threat of 

abortion remains our preeminent priority because it directly attacks life itself, 

because it takes place within the sanctuary of the family, and because of the 

number of lives destroyed.” While they, the bishops of the United States 

Conference, did warn us not to “dismiss or ignore other serious threats to human 

life and dignity such as racism, the environmental crisis, poverty and the death 

penalty,” they did give priority to upholding and defending our brothers and 

sisters’ most basic right – to live.”   

This quote from the Archbishop Naumann, can be found in a flyer, entitled 

“Priorities at The Polls,” which we have available today, on our tables, with the 

bulletins. We ask you to please take one home with you and read this 

announcement from the Conference of Bishops of the U.S., and remember this 

statement from our bishops when you vote next month. Thank you 

My brothers and sisters, let us ask the Lord for an outpouring of grace, especially 

the graces of wisdom, humility, and courage, as well as open and generous hearts, 

that we may respond to his call to Live the Gospel of life.  

God bless you. 

 

 

 

 


